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INTRODUCTION 

Approx imate ly  7,263,215 acres  of   wi lderness  were  designated by ANILCA 

examined  here  for   su i tab i l i ty .  
in the   pa rk .   Approx ima te l y  1,209,302 acres in t h e   p a r k   a n d   p r e s e r v e   a r e  

Section  1317(a) of ANILCA  d i rec ted   t ha t  a rev iew  be  made  o f   the 
su i tab i l i t y   o r   nonsu i tab i l i t y   fo r   p reserva t ion   as   w i lderness  of al l   lands  not 
so designated by the  act.  Section  1317(b)  specif ies  that  "the  Secretary 
shal l   conduct   h is   rev iew,   and  the  Pres ident   shal l   adv ise  the  Uni ted  States 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  his  recommendations, in 
accordance  wi th   the  prov is ions  o f   sect ions  3(c)   and (d) o f   the   Wi lderness  
Ac t .  I' 

Recommendations  on  whether  to  designate  suitable  areas  as  wi lderness  wi l l  
be  made  fol lowing  completion  of  the  general  management  plan.  An  EIS  wi l l  
be  prepared  as  par t   o f   the  wi lderness  recommendat ion  process.   The 
pub l i c   w i l l   have   t he   oppor tun i t y  to review  and  comment  on  these 
recommendations,  and  publ ic  hearings  wi l l   be  held.  Upon  completion of 
the  EIS  and  secretar ia l   review,  the  president  wi l l   make  his 
recommendations  to  the  Congress. 

The  Wi lderness  Act   o f  1964 defines  wi lderness  as  fol lows: 

(2)(c) A wilderness, in contrast   wi th  those  areas  where  man 
and  his  own  works  dominate  the  landscape,  is   hereby 

are  untrammeled by man, where  man  himsel f   is  a v i s i t o r  who, 
recognized  as  an  area  where  the  ear th   and  i ts   communi ty   o f   l i fe  

mean in this  Act   an  area  of   undeveloped  Federal   land  retaining 
does   no t   remain .   An   a rea   o f   w i lderness   i s   fu r ther   de f ined  to  

i ts   pr imeval   character   and  in f luence,   wi thout   permanent  

managed so as to   p rese rve   i t s   na tu ra l   cond i t i ons   and   wh ich  (1) 
improvements  or   human  habi tat ion,   which  is  protected  and 

o f   na tu re ,   w i th   t he   impr in t   o f   man 's   work   subs tan t i a l l y  
general ly  appears to have  been  a f fected  pr imar i ly  by the   fo rces  

unnoticeable; (2) has   ou ts tand ing   oppor tun i t ies   fo r   so l i tude  or a 

f ive  thousand  acres  o f   land or  is   o f   su f f i c ien t   s ize   as  to make 
pr im i t i ve   and  unconf ined  type   o f   recrea t ion ;   (3 )   has   a t   leas t  

p rac t icab le   i t s   p reserva t ion   and  use  in an  un impai red  condi t ion;  
and  (4) may  also  contain  ecological,  geological, o r   o t h e r  
features  o f   sc ient i f ic ,   educat ional ,   scenic ,   or   h is tor ica l   va lue.  

Wilderness  areas in Alaska  have  certain  except ions  to  the  Wi lderness  Act 

appendix  E prov ide  more  in format ion.  
specified in ANILCA.  The  legal   gu ide l ines  for   wi lderness  management  in 

WILDERNESS  SUITABILITY  CRITERIA 

Wi lderness  rev iew  cr i ter ia   spec i f ic   to   Gates  o f   the  Arct ic   were  developed 
tha t   re f lec t   the   ac t ' s   de f in i t ion  of wi lderness.  For a p a r t i c u l a r   t r a c t   o f  
land to   be   de termined  su i tab le  for designat ion,  it must   meet   the 
w i lderness   su i tab i l i t y   c r i te r ia  found on   tab le  28. 
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Table 28: Wi lderness   Su i tab i l i t y   Cr i te r ia  

Sui tab le  Not   Sui tab le 
f o r   f o r   S u i t a b i l i t y  

Descr ip t ion  o f   Land  or   Act iv i ty   Wi lderness  Wi lderness  Pending 

Land  s ta tus  

Min ing  

Roads  and 
ORV  t ra i ls  

Land ing   s t r i ps  

Cabins 

Size  of  unit 

Federal X 

or  select ion 
Federal :   under  appl icat ion 

State  and  pr ivate  land,  
p a t e n t e d   o r   t e n t a t i v e l y  
approved 

subsur face  estate 
Pr ivate  ownership of 

A reas   w i th   m ino r   g round  
d is turbances  f rom  past  
min ing  act iv i t ies  

Areas  wi th   major   past  
g round  d is tu rbances   f rom 
min ing  act iv i t ies  

and  g round  d is tu rbances  
Cur ren t   m in ing   ac t i v i t i es  

Unimproved  roads or ORV X 
t ra i l s   t ha t   a re   unused  or 
l i t t le   used by motor 
vehicles 

Improved  roads  and  ORV 
t ra i l s   regu la r ly   used by 
motor  vehicles 

Unimproved or minimally 
improved  and  mainta ined 

Improved  and  mainta ined 

Uninhabi ted  s t ructures;  X 
hunter ,   h iker ,   and  pa t ro l  
cabins 

Inhabi ted  as a p r i m a r y  
place  of   residence 

Greater   than 5,000 acres 
adjacent   to   ex is t ing 
wi lderness,   or   o f  a 
manageable  size 

Less  than 5,000 a c r e s   o r  of 
unmanageable  size 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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These  su i tab i l i ty   cr i ter ia   are  based  on  the  ex is t ing  character   o f   the  land.  
Future  development   or   use  wi l l   be  cons idered  when  making  formal  

appropr ia te   c r i te r ia   fo r   de termin ing   su i tab i l i t y .  
recommendations  for  designation of wilderness, but it i s   n o t   a n  

SUITABILITY  DETERMINATION 

Approx imate ly  1,009,638 acres  o f   nonwi lderness  lands  wi th in   the  park  and 
preserve  meet  the  cr i ter ia  as  establ ished by the  Wi lderness  Act  (see 
Wi lderness  Sui tab i l i ty   map) .   Pr ior   to  a formal  president ia l  
recommendation, a wi lderness  repor t   and  env i ronmenta l   analys is   wi l l   be 
prepared.  

Approx imate ly  190,023 acres  of   nonwi lderness  lands  do  not  meet  the 
cr i ter ia :  (1) land  conta in ing  subsur face  minera l   r ights  in the   no r theas t  
p reserve  (31,322 acres);  (2)  ATV  use  easements in t h e   A n a k t u v u k  

corr idors  equals   about  1,360 acres); and  (3) nat ive  v i l lage and  reg ional  
Pass/Chandler  Lake  area  (about 56 mi les  of  200-foot-wide nonwi lderness 

corporat ion  lands in the   Anak tuvuk   Pass /Chand ler   Lake area,  approved 
smal l   t racts,   and  approved  nat ive  a l lotments (157,341 acres) .   A l l   o f   these 
lands ,   except   fo r   the   v i l lage  of A n a k t u v u k  Pass, would  be  su i tab le  for  

or nonfederal   ownership were  el iminated. 
wi lderness  designation if nonconforming  uses  (ATVs),   outstanding  r ights,  

Approx imate ly  9,641 acres   o f   nonwi lderness   lands   cannot   have  the i r  
su i tab i l i ty   determined until pending  appl icat ions  are  resolved..  These 
lands  inc lude  pending  nat ive  a l lo tments,   nat ive  reg ional   corporat ion  lands 
under  appl icat ion,   and  cemetery  and  histor ical   s i tes  (14(h)( l )   s i tes).  
Each  of   the  e ight  cemetery  and  histor ical   s i te  appl icat ions in 
nonwi lderness  land  included  an  ent i re  sect ion  (640  acres).   Resolut ion of 
these  appl icat ions  could  resul t  in all  640  acres, a few  acres, o r  no acres 

f ind ings   sur round ing   the   spec i f i c   cemetery  or histor ical   s i te.  
be ing   t rans fe r red   t o   t he   non federa l   app l i can t   depend ing   on   f ac ts   and  

for   wi lderness  except   for   lands  conveyed or  under   app l i ca t ion .   ANILCA 
Based  on   i t s   ex is t ing   charac ter ,   the   en t i re   sou thwest   p reserve   i s   su i tab le  

section  201(4)(b,  c, d, and  e)  permits  surface  access  across  the 
southwest  preserve.  The  wi lderness  recommendat ion  wi l l   have  to  consider 
the   ex i s t i ng   au tho r i t y   f o r   t ha t   r i gh t -o f -way .   A l l   f u tu re   w i l de rness  
recommendat ions  wi l l   recognize  va l id   ex is t ing  r ights   inc lud ing 
r i gh ts -o f -way   under  RS 2477. 

A l l   lands   de termined  su i tab le   fo r   w i lderness   des ignat ion   w i l l   be   managed 
under   t he   t e rms   o f   ANILCA to mainta in   the  wi lderness  character   and 
values  of   the  lands until designation  recommendations  have  been  proposed 
and  Congress  has  acted  on  these  proposals.  
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